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A Good Man: 

 
_________________ from his culture. 

 
Ruth 1:1 (ESV) 
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land… 
 
Judges 21:25 (ESV) 
In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes. 
 
Where in my life have I allowed culture to set the standard for me? 

_________________________________________ 

 
______________ his opportunity to make a difference. 
 

Ruth 2:4-10 (NIV) 
Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, 
“The Lord be with you!” “The Lord bless you!” they answered. Boaz 
asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong 
to?”  The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab 
with Naomi. She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the 
sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained 
here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.” So Boaz 
said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field 
and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 
Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the 
women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you 
are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” At 
this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why 
have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 
 
Where can I make a difference right now? 

_________________________________________ 



 
___________ God’s Word is a guide, not a limitation. 

 
Ruth 2:14-19 (NLT) 
At mealtime Boaz called to [Ruth], “Come over here, and help yourself 
to some food. You can dip your bread in the sour wine.” So she sat with 
his harvesters, and Boaz gave her some roasted grain to eat. She ate 
all she wanted and still had some left over. When Ruth went back to 
work again, Boaz ordered his young men, “Let her gather grain right 
among the sheaves without stopping her. And pull out some heads of 
barley from the bundles and drop them on purpose for her. Let her pick 
them up, and don’t give her a hard time!” So Ruth gathered barley there 
all day, and when she beat out the grain that evening, it filled an entire 
basket. She carried it back into town and showed it to her mother-in-law. 
Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left over from her meal. 
“Where did you gather all this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did 
you work? May the Lord bless the one who helped you!” So Ruth told 
her mother-in-law about the man in whose field she had worked. She 
said, “The man I worked with today is named Boaz.” 

 
Two Ways of Approaching God’s Word: 
 

Legalism: How do I stay out of trouble? 
 
Relationship: What is God’s heart for this situation? 
 
The key difference: ___________ 

 
Do I respond to God’s Word as a “have-to” or a “get-to”? 

_________________________________________ 

 
_____________ relationships with integrity,  
no matter what. 
 

Ruth 4:5-6 (NET) 
“So I am legally informing you: Acquire [Naomi’s property] before those 
sitting here and before the leaders of my people. If you want to exercise 
your right to redeem it, then do so.  But if not, then tell me so I will know. 
For you possess the first option to redeem it; I am next in line after you.” 

He replied, “I will redeem it.” Then Boaz said, “When you acquire the 
field from Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the wife of 
our deceased relative, in order to preserve his family name by raising up 
a descendant who will inherit his property.” The guardian said, “Then I 
am unable to redeem it, for I would ruin my own inheritance in that case. 
You may exercise my redemption option, for I am unable to redeem it.”  
 
Where in my life am I tempted to compromise to protect myself,  
my comfort, or what I want? 

_________________________________________ 



 
______________ God can change the path of any family. 
 

Ruth 4:18, 21-22 (NET) 
These are the descendants of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron… 
Salmon was the father of Boaz, Boaz was the father of Obed, Obed was 
the father of Jesse, and Jesse was the father of David. 
 
What part of my family history makes it hard to believe God can 
change my legacy? 

_________________________________________ 
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A Good Man: 

 
Stands out from his culture. 

 
Ruth 1:1 (ESV) 
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land… 
 
Judges 21:25 (ESV) 
In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes. 
 
Where in my life have I allowed culture to set the standard for me? 

_________________________________________ 

 
Notices his opportunity to make a difference. 
 

Ruth 2:4-10 (NIV) 
Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, 
“The Lord be with you!” “The Lord bless you!” they answered. Boaz 
asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong 
to?”  The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab 
with Naomi. She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the 
sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained 
here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.” So Boaz 
said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field 
and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 
Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the 
women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you 
are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” At 
this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why 
have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 
 
Where can I make a difference right now? 

_________________________________________ 



 
Knows God’s Word is a guide, not a limitation. 

 
Ruth 2:14-19 (NLT) 
At mealtime Boaz called to [Ruth], “Come over here, and help yourself 
to some food. You can dip your bread in the sour wine.” So she sat with 
his harvesters, and Boaz gave her some roasted grain to eat. She ate 
all she wanted and still had some left over. When Ruth went back to 
work again, Boaz ordered his young men, “Let her gather grain right 
among the sheaves without stopping her. And pull out some heads of 
barley from the bundles and drop them on purpose for her. Let her pick 
them up, and don’t give her a hard time!” So Ruth gathered barley there 
all day, and when she beat out the grain that evening, it filled an entire 
basket. She carried it back into town and showed it to her mother-in-law. 
Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left over from her meal. 
“Where did you gather all this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did 
you work? May the Lord bless the one who helped you!” So Ruth told 
her mother-in-law about the man in whose field she had worked. She 
said, “The man I worked with today is named Boaz.” 

 
Two Ways of Approaching God’s Word: 
 

Legalism: How do I stay out of trouble? 
 
Relationship: What is God’s heart for this situation? 
 
The key difference: Grace 

 
Do I respond to God’s Word as a “have-to” or a “get-to”? 

_________________________________________ 

 
Handles relationships with integrity, no matter  
what. 
 

Ruth 4:5-6 (NET) 
“So I am legally informing you: Acquire [Naomi’s property] before those 
sitting here and before the leaders of my people. If you want to exercise 
your right to redeem it, then do so.  But if not, then tell me so I will know. 
For you possess the first option to redeem it; I am next in line after you.” 

He replied, “I will redeem it.” Then Boaz said, “When you acquire the 
field from Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the wife of 
our deceased relative, in order to preserve his family name by raising up 
a descendant who will inherit his property.” The guardian said, “Then I 
am unable to redeem it, for I would ruin my own inheritance in that case. 
You may exercise my redemption option, for I am unable to redeem it.”  
 
Where in my life am I tempted to compromise to protect myself,  
my comfort, or what I want? 

_________________________________________ 



 
Believes God can change the path of any family. 
 

Ruth 4:18, 21-22 (NET) 
These are the descendants of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron… 
Salmon was the father of Boaz, Boaz was the father of Obed, Obed was 
the father of Jesse, and Jesse was the father of David. 
 
What part of my family history makes it hard to believe God can 
change my legacy? 

_________________________________________ 


